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Solons hint at 'happy' outcome
By CHRIS CURRY
Of the Crow's Nest
When you host the people who control your destiny it helps to be gracious.
This thought could well have been on the
mind of campus dean and CEO William
Heller on Nov: 14 when Pinellas County's
state legislators had their first meeting of
the term at the Campus Activities Center.
Heller used his allotted three minutes
on the agenda to thank the delegation for
past support of USF and the St. Petersburg
campus.
"We are ·accelerating our growth
thanks to you," HeJier said, "by adding
new programs and faculty and expanding
existing programs."
Heiier gof something nice in return
when State Sen. Jim Sebesta (R- District
20) dropped a big hint that this campus
will become a more autonomous part of
USF and not separate into a new school
through an act of the legislature.
Sebesta said that h<? and Stde Sen.
Don Sullivan (R -District 20) were working together on the issue and ttiat the audience of more than 130, which included
several faculty members would be "very
happy by the eventual outcome.·:
-Last spring, Sullivan sponsored a bill
that would have created a second tier of
public universities in the state and transformed USF - St. Petersburg into a start

up school called ·suncoast '!Jniversity.
The bill failed but Heller and Sullivan's
fellow Pinellas County legislators credited the senator with drawing the attention
of the USF administration and the state
legislature ~o this campus.

During the campus meeting, a brief
cloud of conflict about the potential reintroduction of that bilf this term passed
between Sullivan .and student government
president Clayton Tieman.
Reading from a prepared statement,

Ralph Campbell (c~nter) holds a plaque congratulating him for his five years of service as USF-St. Petersburg registrar. Making the presentation during a farewell luncheon Nov. 15 at Snell House were Herm Brames, director of admissions and finance
(left,) and Winston Bridges, associate dean. Campbell left to take a position as school
administrator for River Bible Institute in Tampa. (Photo by M.E. Baker)

Tieman said that student government
endorsed new USF president Judy
Genshaft's plan for increased campus
autonomy, which met all of student government's requests except a separate student union.
Tieman said student government was
against the creation of a new university or
a potential merger with St. Petersburg
Junior Col_Jege, which Sullivan had mentioned as an option.
"That would be very insulting to students on this campus, many of whom have
already gradul}.ted junior college," Tieman
said.
Sullivan responded by engaging in a
bit of a gentleman's confrontation with
Tieman.
"You have implied that I have rejected what the president has suggested,"
Sullivan said. "I have rejected nothing the
president suggested. l have taken no position. I want what is best for this community number one and what is best for the
University of South Florida number two."
Sullivan has said at several appearances that he will not take- a stance on
Genshaft's plan for autonomy until the
Education Commission of the States finishes a st.udy into the undergraduate education needs in Pinellas County. The
See OUTCOME, Page 6

Pinellas gets 'D' in· meeting college needs
By CHRIS CURRY
Of the Crow's Nest
Pinellas County comes up short in meeting the needs
of residents and business for undergraduate college
degree programs, a survey of several Florida counties has
found.
Preliminary results of the study were released Nov. 8
by the Florida Postsecondary Education Planning
Commission (PEPC) . . In a meeting in Davis 130; the
commission shared its initial findings about the needs for
bachelor's degrees in Pinellas with an audience of USF
administrators and alumni, Tampa Bay area business
leaders, the presidents of St. Petersburg Junior College
(SPJC) and_ Eckerd College and St. Petersburg mayor
David Fischer.
Following state Sen. Don Sullivan's CR-Seminole)
attempt to form a second tier of publi~ universities and
separate this campus from USF, the Florida legislature
and Gov. Jeb Bush asked PEPC to commission a study
into the need for expanded access to bachelor's degree in
Pinellas.
PEPC executive director William Proctor said that

the purpose of the study was to find out if there were· Pinellas, Manatee, Sarasota and Pasco counties can earn
enough people with bacheler's degrees to satisfy the job bachelor's degrees in or near their communities."
market in these areas. He said it was not an effort to
"~ere's a saying that reputations linger long after
answer the question the audience members kept bringing they:re deserved and I think that's true in this case,"
up: "Will this campus stay with USF?"
Genshaft said.
The study found that in Pinellas County, less than 19
The president said USF was working to meet the
percent of the adult population has a bachelor's degree, a needs of the Pinellas job market by · adding to the St.
figure below the state average.
Petersburg campus full degree programs in high-demand
The study said that community and business leaders business areas such as fi nance and management informainterviewed were "dissatisfied with contributions and tion systems. She said the school was currently recruitresponsiveness of the University of South Florida, both ing faculty to tum partial business programs into full
the main campus in Tampa and the St. Petersburg cam- degree programs.
Genshaft said the university's expanded course
pus."
It said th~t complaints ranged from "the array of pro- offerings were growing at locations across the county,
such as the nursing program at Palm Harbor University
grams, course schedules, location and campus safety."
"We know that commuting is a major problem for High School and a master's in business administration
people who Jive in Pinellas County and commute to the _ degree available a~ the north Clearwater SPJC campus.
SPJC received rave reviews from community and
main campus in Tampa," PEPC member Kathleen Kelly
said. "Adults with families want convenient locations for business leaders in the PEPC preliminary analysis. SPJC
president Carl Kuttler said the increase in full programs
their degrees."
USF President Judy Genshaft said that these com- at· USF St. Petersburg was encouraging but that more
plaints were true in the past but that .t he university had a
See STUDY, Page 6
"strong commitment to make it possible that citizens of
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Students not harmonious on Napster suit.
Unlimited music for $5 a bargain for music junkie

Napster sold its soul and saved itself with fee deal

By KRISTIN BUEL
The Maneater
University of Missouri

By AARON PAGE
Cornell Daily Sun
CorneD University

I don't give a damn about my bad
reputation.
I am a music stealer, folks. I proudly
download free music from Napster and
burn it on my own CD mixes.
I will continue doing this for a flat
fee of $4.95 a month. Bad girls never
really give up their vices.
My main vice in life is music. I'm
not a psycho-stalking fan or die-hard
indie rock fan, but I make sure I've got a
long list of MP3s accompanying me during my daily homework routine.
I wake up to Joan Jett and Limp
Bizkit, take a few minutes to say hey to
Justin Timberlake and the rest of my
boys and eild the day with a little
Broadway.
Do I mind a small fee looming in the
near future? Hell, no.
The recent decision to charge a small
monthly fee, part of which will be distributed to record companies, is a sigh of
-relief for creator Shawn Fanning and
Napster users everywhere.
The company won't be shut down.
Shawn is going to make millions of dollars. Napster will continue to share software between users, possibly even making a profit that will allow the company
to enhance program features.
Early responses from Napster users
indicate dissatisfaction with the decision.
Hello! We were essentially stealing from
the recor4 companies - as stupid as I
think that reasoning is - and for an hour's
worth of minimum wage, you can still
enjoy -all the mu~ic you want.
I still contend that most recording
artists and record companies are making
way too much money to be charging
$15.95 for a CD.

( .

• Napster is a file-sharing· program,
people just trade music they enjoy. It's
been going on for years with mix tapes.
Record companies argue that sharing is
still copyright infringement, and users
say it's just paling around with friends.

See JUNKIE, Page 6

See SOUL, Page 6
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Ballot problems consequences of officials'
The butterfly ballot has a design flaw
and is as patently defective as the
Firestone tire.
The butterfly ballot and its CO!lse-.
quences_are a result of incompetence and
negligence on behalf of our elected officials. I recommend that a "class actionspecific performance law suit" be filed
against Gov. Jeb Bush, et al., charging him
and others with failing to perform their
oath of office.
Specifically: failing to provide "specific policy," "specific budget" and/or a
"specific legal defense fund" for the purpose of effectively and deliberately
"upholding, preserving and defending"
the United States Constitution. However,
there are budgets, policy, equipment, staff
and moneys, "specifically" for infrastructure, economics, agriculture, recreation,
education, etc.
All of these latter responsib!lities are

2

The Napster revolution is dead. The
vision of founder Shawn Fanning has
been supplanted by the pontificating corporate bull.... of men like Napster CEO

Hank Barry. Faceless bureaucrats and
soulless lawyers have turned a once
proud and defiant company into a whimpering sellout.
I am referring, of course, to
Napster's recent agreement with the
European publishing conglomerate
Bertelsmann AG. Bertelsmann owns
BMG Records, which in turn represents a
broad range of clients, including
Christina Aguilera .and Dave Matthews.
Under this agreement, Napster will start
charging a monthly subscription fee.
Most of the profits will go back to the
record companies and artists that own the
copyrights, with Napster keeping any
extra income. Bertelsmann has also
agreed to lend Napster a substantial
·amount of money and, in turn, will
receive an option to buy a large stake in
tbe music-sharing service.
Napster was forced to choose
between its founding principles of_ open
and free distribution of music and its
desire, as a business, to make a profit.
The once renegade file-sharing company
that we·have all grown to love did indeed
nave business demands that necessitated
some type of compromise. Years of litigation over copyright violations, no real
revenue sources, and its status as a corporate pariah had slowly sapped the soul
and the will of the rebellious Internet
start-up. So Napster abandoned its principles and sold itself, quite literally in
stock options, to BMG, its former archenemy.
The transaction immediately earned
the ire of music socialists who believe ·
that music should be inherently free and
that record companies are evil monopolists, right up there with tobacco and gun
manufacturers. Napster user
PunkFrocker56 posted one such insig~t

)
~eglect

of _lesser import and antecedent to the
defense of the United States Con.stitution
as is evidenced by the solemnity and ceremony attendant to "oath of office."
Yet virtually across the board in every
city, state, county, etc., there has been
such a long "history of negligence" in this
regard as to have become a "tradition of
negligence." This is the very reason we
have such an antiquated and cavalier federal .election process which has allowed
19,000 voters to be summarily disenfranchised. And to add insult to injury, "the
public servants" behave instead like tyrannical "public sovereigns" and prevaricate
the blame upon the trusting electorate.
It is my opinion that the "root cause"
of this comes not so much from purposeful intent but for confusing the "familiar"
with the necessary.
Daniel P. Quinn
St. Petersburg

Crow's Nest

Crow's Nest
The student~sponsored newspaper of the St. Petersburg campus
of the University of South Florida.
Published·every other Wednesday during the semester.

EDITOR
M.E. "Buddy" Baker
STAFF WRITERS
Chris Curry
Aaron Quinn
CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
Melanie Barat
Vivian Canedo
Officer John Spicuglia
Kristin Thoms
Jay Wilke
. WuXia
FACULTY ADVISOR .
G. Michael Killenberg
Office~ Campus Activities Center
Contact us at 553-3113 or thenest99@hotmail.com
(no attachments, please)

Nov. 22 - Dec. 5, 2000

-

-~-~- ---

• ·- ·---

-I

SG pres sows seeds for Greek clubs here
By AARON QUINN

Of the Crow's Nest
Fraternities and sororities might soon
take residence at USF-St. Petersburg now
that the first and second-year student population is expected to grow into the thousands.
Just one ye~ ago, only 150 underclassmen were enrolled·in courses at USFSt. Petersburg." Starting this fall, those
numbers more than doubled and is expected to grow steadily for at least the next
five year:s. Students' expectations are
changing with the traditionally-aged students, and college life is among tlieir concerns.
"Fraternities and sororities are part of
the college life to many people," said
Student Government President Clayton
Tieman.
·
·
He proposed the idea of creating a
local chapter of Tau Kappa Epsilon
.(TKE), and has met with university staff
to propose the idea.
"So far I have had a lot of support
from the university," said Tieman. "It
might take some time to work out the
details since this is a new thing for our
campus, though."
Large universities with fraternities
and sororities typically have a staff. of
advisers that assist in event ·planning,
internal organization and university relations. For a campus such as Bayboro,

however, a staff and supporting crew for
Greek affairs is unlikely.
"The university will have to deal with
fewer students," said Tieman. "It's not
likely that we'll need a lot of overseeing if
we keep the organization small enough."
Tieman says that 30 to 40 people are
interested in joining TKE, and would like
to form the organization as soon as possible.
Not everyone is openly supportive of
the Greek system, though. "Don't get me
·wrong, I like the idea," said Christine
Kelsey, student government treasurer,
"but there are issues among women when
it comes to fraternities."
These are issues of alcohol, drugs and
rape with fraternities, Kelsey said.
However, Kelsey, who is a non-traditional-age student, said that if she were a typical freshmen or sophomore she would
consider joining a sorority.
·
Tieman addressed classrooms around
the campus while conducting a survey to
determine student support. He found that
approximately two out of three students
support the idea of having a Greek system. "It's part of the college experience,"
he said. "And besides, it's not all about
drinking and parties."
Referring to TKE's national fraternity
platform, Tieman said that the national
fraternity expects its sub-chapters to participate in community service and other
activities beneficial to university and non-

.
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Harborside Productions
Presents:
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university commu.nities.
"Sure, we'll have parties; people will
drink, but we'll also be helping St.
Petersburg's elderly and other people in
need," said Tieman.
·
Friendship and brotherhood are. components that all fraternities claim to promote. "There are people around this campus that I see almost everyday that sit by
themselves and do very little socially. If
that's what they want, fine. But, we'll give
them a chance to be among friends,"
Tieman said.
Tieman's idea to start a fraternity
came from the University of Florida's
TKE chapter. After spending a weekend
with his friends and their fraternity brothers in Gainesville, he realized that partying was secondary to character building.
"There was a [fraternity] brother who

Campus Calendar
Upcoming activities on the St.
Petersburg campus:

+Student Government meeting, 4:30
p.m., CAC 133

+ Stt.tdent Academic Services committee
meeting, 2:30 p.m., DAV 138
+MIS Society meeting, 4 p.m., DAV 130

23-24

6

+THANKSGIVING - Holiday
- CAC closed
- Library closed
- Pool and waterfront closed

+Immunization clinic, noon-2 p.m., BAY

1fa

+COMMENCEMENT TICKETS AVAILABLE-CAC

28
+Student Accounting and Business
Organization meeting, 4:30 p.m., COQ
200A
+Resume writing and interviewing skills
workshop, 5-6 p.m., CCC

~

Multicultural concert
·
- Nov. !8

t

tl

29-12/1

•

~

The ts pittin, eut
tsun~hine Tour

t
.

11:30-i:30

~

Harborside

29

..

+Student Government executive meeting. 4:30 p.m., SG office

I

~

•

1-

+Conference on Bio-Terrorism,JUA

•

~

DECEMBER

•

+World Aids Day
+Choosing a major and ·c areer workshop,
2-4 p.m., CCC
+Sail Club meeting, 5:30 p.m., Bayboro
Cafe

•
•

Good· luck on finals.
Have a safe and k~ppy
holiday season!

. t-

•

" •

• •

-
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•

+DEADLINE TO PICK UP
MENCEMENT TICKETS- CAC

•

4

•
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-+Academic .advising - freshmen and
sophomores, 12:30 p.m.
+New student orientation, 2 - 6 p.m.
+Student government meeting, 4:30 p.m.,
CAC 133

COM-

+Student Affairs division meeting, I p.m.,
CAC 133
+Phi Theta Kappa Alumni Association, 4

Crow's Nest

+Immunization clinic, 3:30-5:30 p.m., BAY
118
+New student orientation, 5:30 - 9:30
p.m.

8
+LAST DAY OF CLASSES
+Sail Club meeting, 5:30 p.m., Bayboro
Cafe
+Student leadership banquet, 7 p.m.,
CAC

9- IS
+EXAM WEEK

12

3
~

·

7

4

1-

p.m, BAY I 05

s
22

27

•
•

was very shy, but without the fraternity he
would just have been another guy sitting
on campus alone," said Tieman. His
"bro~ers" claimed that his confidence had
grown tremendously since joining the fraternity, Tieman added.
"Fraternities will be open to all races,
ethnicities and whatever," said Tieman.
"Too many times I see all of the black students with other black students, and all of
the white students with white students. I
want to break .d own the barrier."
Although plans are in the making,
there is still one paramount concern: USFSt. Petersburg is a commuting campus.
"I've already been scouting for a house for
the fraternity if everything works out,"
said Tieman. "We don't need campus residency to have a strong system."

+Blood Drive, FMRI Circle
+Coffee with the dean, 9-1 0 a.m., DAV
138

IS
+FALL SESSION ENDS
+Campus holiday party, DAY 130
+CITF committee meeting, 10 a.m., CAC
133
+Sail Club meeting, 5:30 p.m., Bayboro
Cafe

16-17
+Library closed

3
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Albert Whitted proposes longer runways
- .-....-

By MELANIE BARAT
Contributing ~riter
St. Petersburg's only downtown airport wants to lengthen its runways.
Albert Whitted Municipal Airport is
seeking to extend the length of its
approaches by as m.uch as 210 feet.
Airport directqr Monty Burgess said
the extensions are necessary in order to
meet Federal Aviation Administration
standards. "Currently, three of the four
approach ends are over water," Burgess
said, "and do not meet the existing standards set by the FAA. However, waivers
have been obtained, which allows the airport to continue to operate."
The FAA requires an extension
beyond the end of the runway for a runway protection zone, according to
Kathleen Bergen, public affairs manager
for the FAA's southern region. "The size
of the protection zone varies depending on
the size of the runway and aircraft," she
said.
The size of the · protection zone
required for Albert Whitted is 240 feet,
according to Burgess. Currently, three of
the four runways fall far short of~ that
requirement. "Right now there is a little
over 100 feet on one runway, with only 80
feet and 30 feet on the other two," Burgess
said.
The airport is located on the eastern
edge of the USF-St. Petersburg .campus,
and airplanes often fly low over campus
buildings as they land or take off from the
airport. However, the campus is not
expected to be adversely affected by the
plans if approved.
"We expect that there is going to be a
natural growth in the air traffic, however
we don't expect the types and sizes of the
aircrafts to change unless technolog'y
changes," Burgess said.
Primarily general aviation aircraft
and small helicopters utilize the airport.
"In fact it is intended to make the airport safer for the surrounding community," he said. "In addition, the airport has a
positive economlc impact on the community, contributing between $23 million to
$33 million per year depending on the
developments g~ing on."
The. airport recently finished a $4.2
million construction project for 48 new
hangers, taxiway improvement and airfield drainage improvement.
St. Petersburg city council, Florida
Department of Transportation and the
FAA must approve the proposal.
The plans may tie submitted as early
as the first quarter of 2001, Burgess said.
Any concerns about the proposal should
be submitted to the FAA
"If any airport wants to update its
master plan, it has to undergo an extensive
environmental assessment," Bergen said.
"Twenty-three different areas are taken
into consideration, including· noise and
safety of surrounding buildings."
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A single-engine aircraft flies low over the USF-St. Petersburg campus shortly after takeoff from Albert Whitted Airport.The airport
wants to lengthen several of its runways in order to meet federal aviation standards. (Photo by M.E. Baker)

~arine

researchers put to sea to investigate
mysteries of toxic red tide b-l ooms in Florida
By KRISTIN THOMS
Contributing Writer
Scientists from ·Florida Marine
Research Institute (FMRI) headed south
earlier this month to collect samples from
a bloom of toxic red tide algae in
Charlotte Harbor.
The scientists are part of a program
called Ecology and Oceanography of
Harmful Algal Blooms in Florida (ECOHAB), which works to further understand
the physiology, ecology, and biology of
harmful algal species, said Dr. Gabriel
Vargo, a marine science professor at USF.
After collecting surface and bottom
samples, "the scientists will look for relationships between the physical oceanography and chemical properties of the water,
and study the basic physiology of the
blooms," Vargo said. "Gymnodinium
breve has been studied for over 50 years,
and we still don't have a clear understanding of-how the blooms oecur."
ECOHAB is going into its fourth year
of red tide research, and will continue to
provide monthly surveys of the coastal
waters between Tampa Bay. and Charlotte
Harbor "This is the third large bloom in
our study area this year," Vargo said.
Blooms have occurred in this area every
year for more than 25 years.
Red tide is caused by a higher-thannormal concentration of Gymnodinium
breve, a microscopic algae that relea5es a
toxin deadly to fish and other marine life.
It also causes respiratory discomfort in
humans.
Questions surrounding red tide
blooms have puzzled researchers for
years. Blooms usually occur in the late
summer and early fall, but they have also
occurred every month of the year.
"The highest concentrations of red
tide usually occur September through

December, and lower concentrations are
found May through July," said Jay Abbot,
a volunteer offshore monitoring coordinator for FMRI.
Although the algae has become
known as the "Florida Gulf Coast red tide
organism," it also has been found on
Florida's east coast, as well as Louisiana,
Texas, Alabama, Mississippi, Mexico and
the Carolinas. ~cientists never know
exactly when or where a blooiJ]. will occur.
Red tides have been a part of
Florida's history for hundreds of years,
and scientists are unsure if they· will ever

be able to control or eradicate red tide
blooms. Furthermore, scientists do not
fully understand the role these blooms
play in the Gulf Coast ecosystem.
"I am not sure if we should even try
to control it. It may be that red tides and
other harmful algal blooms have a forest
fire effect. That is, maybe they do some
good by cleansing the environment and
letting new things move in," said Lizz
Singh, an ECOHAB scientist at FMRI. "It
is unknown what would happen if we
eliminate red tides, and it's possible that
the effects would not be favorable."

Tips help riders stay saf~ on bus
By OFFICER JOHN SPICUGLIA
Contributing Writer
When riding on public transportation,
you need to stay alert and use common
sense precautions. Here are some safety
tips designed to make your trip safe and
enjoyable:
• Plan your trip in advance. .
• Advise someone else of your travel
route and schedule. Call them at the end of
your trip. .
• Know the exact fare and have it
ready b~fore you leave. This will avoid
fumbling for cash at the fare box, or
unnecessary display of extra cash.
• Use a busy, well-lit bus stop. When
waiting for a train or bus, stay near the
attendant or an open business whenever
possible.
• Sit on the aisle if possible. You will
be able to observe your surroundings and
avoid being "boxed in" against the win7
dow.
• Pick a seat near the driver.

Crow's Nest

• Avoid a seat near the door. A thief
may try to grab jewelry or personal items
and then exit quickly.
• Never doze off or become engrossed
in a book. You may seem like an easy target.
• Never leave personal items on an
empty seat. Keep purses, shopping bags,
backpacks, laptops and other items in
your lap, on your arm or between your
feet.
~Avoid displaying expensive looking
watches or jewelry.
• Passengers who are noisy, arguing
or causing a commotion may be trying to
cause a distraction so an accomplice can
steal your property.
• Always pay attention to the other
passengers. If you feel uneasy or threatened, change seats and alert the driver.
• Avoid overly crowded buses or
trains if at all possible.
If you have any questions for the university police, call 553-1140 and leave a
message for Officer John Spicuglia.
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Foreign students find few bumps in new-land
ate this type of behavior, Indian and Chinese universities racks and racks of choc.olates."
are much more formal. In India, a student "would never
American food takes some getting used to, though.
dream of putting feet on the table or chewing gum or eat- Wu was not fond of the American version of Chinese
Despite major cultural differences, many foreign stu- ing or carrying a Coke bottle to class," Priyanka said. ·
food, and Shuvit buys much of her food at specialty marWu also claimed to have been "scared" the first time kets and she "still cannot eat the bread." Shuvit conceddents coming to the University of South FloridaSt.Petersburg campus make the difficult transition to a that she sa~ a student put her feet up. Chinese students, ed a fondness for_Coke and Pepsi, anp Priyanka enjoyed
new school and country with relative ease.
like Indian students, respect their professors as elders. 'submarine sandwiches .
Iryna Shuvit, a 25-year-old psychology major from Chinese students are typically submissive to their profesOne thing that is not enjoyed by many foreign stuUkraine, found the transition to English rough initially. It sors, and Wu still finds herse_lf "a little bit intimidated by dents arriving in the United States is the lack of public
took three or four months for her to adjust to. "absorbing asking questions" in class. In China, a student would transportation. "Public transportation here is not well
information" in English. Television helped to ease her "never cut their professor short in class," she explained.
developed," Wu said. In China, India, and the Ukraine,
transition.
· Priyanka found Americans to be helpful and friendly most people use public transportation, the students said.
Vidisha Piiyanka, 29, arrived in America nine when she needed help or asked ·for directions. Although Shuvit added that "once you get a car, it's fun, though."
"If you do not have a car, you are immobile,"
months ago from New Delhi, India. She attributed her she sometimes finds them some~hat aloof, Priyanka
claimed that she "has yet to encounter a rude American." -Priyanka said, acknowledging that most people in
smooth transition to her keen ob~ervational skills.
· The culture was less of a shock to the women America need cars. Wu, who rides her bike to school,
Wu Xia, a 23-year-old graduate student in journalism from Beijing, China, found her solid knowledge of because they all previously encountered MTV. Both wished that she had a car but noted that at least she didthe English language helpful to her acclimation. "Before Priyanka and Shuvit were familiar with American videos; n't have to worry about the campus parking problem.
·I came here, many people warned me how difficult it and Wu was a VJ on the Chinese version of MTV in
Parking was not the only problem that Priyanka has
would be to adjust to a different culture," Wu said, "but it Beijing. In China, her job did not get much attention. had driving. She failed her driving test twice and has
Here in America, she discovered that other students are been pulled over six times by the police. In India, drivturned out not to be that difficult."
ers drive on the left side of the road. It has taken her a
All three students thought that the faculty of USF- . fascinated with her former job.
The students all quickly found things that they liked while, but Pdyanka said that now she can "drive on the
St.Petersburg had treated them well. Shuvit found the
USF faculty "very friendly" and was pleased to discover about America. Wu immediately liked the fact that the same side of the road that Americans do."
While she is in America, Wu hopes to visit a few of
that "for the first time since being in the United Stat-es, population of the Tampa Bay 'area was much less than
that of Beijing. "Population is really a problem in America's largest cities such as Washington D.C., Los
people know what I am talking about."
Angeles· and New ·York. Priyanka hopes to visit the
Although she admitted to. liking the informal atmos- Beijing," she said.
Shuvit found "stores very exciting because of the Grand Canyon, Manhattan, and Aspen, Colorado. She
phere at USF-St. Petersburg, Priyanka, a journalism graduate student, was shocked when she first saw a student availability of everything." Ukfaine often experienced also hopes to go bungee jumping and take a ride on a
put her feet up on the table in class. While the informal shortages of food and clothing. Priyanka, although she is ·motorcycle.
atmosphere at USF and other U.S. universities may toler- on a strict diet, especially loved "the ice creams and the
By JAY WILKE
Contributing Writer

Class demand putting students behind the vvheel
campus.
Although some students prefered _takon time," Santos said.
Santos' sentiments are common for
. To be admitted to the department, stu- ing classes in Lakeland because the classstudents in programs gaining popularity. dents must su~cessfully complete three es were smaller, many students felt they
"Computer must go to· Lakeland so they can graduate
courses:
Senior Smitha Pillai spent a semester While students complain about long gateway
driving nearly four hours a week from the drives and battling rush hour traffic, some Organization," "Program Design," and "on time."
In an effort to stifle the rapid increase
USF- Tampa campus to the Lakeland faculty say that although they sy~pathize, "Discrete Structures." Often students canstudents are fortunate to have regional not get in to these classes in Tampa so in students entering the computer science
campus to take classes.
they commute, as Pillai did, between and engineering program, the department
Pillai, a computer science and engi- campuses to turn to.
has raised its standards. Brugger said stu.:
Dr. Edward Jay Friedlander, director Tampa and Lakeland campuses.
neering major, said she attended classes
now need a GPA of3.0 in the gate·
dents
on both campuses because many of the of the school of mass communications,
"When I was taking ' Computer way courses as opposed to the 2.67
Tampa classes were closed by the time it said Tampa students can make "normal
Organization [in required in the past.
progress" excluwas her tum to register.
Lakeland],' close
Neithyr Brugger nor Friedlander
"I didn't want to wait another semes- sively on the
The shortage of fat;ulty in the to. half the stu- would consider distance learning such as
ter, so I took [required classes] in Tampa campus
but can make
Lakeland," Pillai said.
computer science and engi- dents were from web-based courses, telec_ourses or video
According to USF's Budget and accelerated
neering program forces some Tampa," Pillai courses in order to . better meet students'
said.
needs.
Policy Analysis department, approximate- progress by using
students take highly sought"Five years ago we.tried teaching our
Marc Taub, a
iri
ly 2,200 students this semester took class- campuses
es on more than one USF campus, includ- Hillsborough and
after gateway courses on the senior majoring ethics course in St. Pete and beamed it to
Pinellas counties
ing off-campus locations.
.
Lakeland campus. in information Tampa," Friedlander said. "It was, by all
systems, took a accounts, an unhappy experience for the
The cause: some programs are in in a "creative
·"Program
faculty member and the students."
He
such high demand that classes on the main · schedule."
"I don't ·think that the quality of. the
campus fill up quickly. As a result, stu- said students could attend day classes in Design" class in Lakeland because, he
coursework that you get over a distance ·
dents commute to regional campuses to Tampa and evening classes in St. said, it was the only one available.
"I'm annoyed with the fact that they learning format is, particularly in the protake these courses rather than wait to take · Petersburg.
only had one 'Program Design' class in gramming and computer fields, adethem in Tampa.
. While more sections of certain mass Tampa. I'm from St. Pete and I had to quate," Brugger said.
Mass communications and computer
With a 3.7 percent increase in stucommunications classes might seem to be drive all the w~y to Lakeland," Taub said.
sc~ence and engineering majors seem to
dents
from fall 1999, it appears that USF's
be the most affected by recent growth in needed in Tampa, Friedlander said the Many computer science and engineering
student body is growing so quickly that
department is not looking to expand on stu<ients are in similar predicaments.
the programs.
Skip Brugger, an advisor for comput- some Tampa programs are quickly
Anita Santos, a senior double major- that campus.
"The Tampa courses are pretty close er science and engineering, said, "The becoming saturated. This may mean that
. ing in journalism and management, spent
a semester driving from her home campus to being full," Friedlander said. "We're not reason we don't offer more secti9ns [in students like Piilai will continue to comin Tampa to St. Petersburg to take a jour- planning on expanding that. The opportu- Tampa] is because we do not have the fac- mute between campus until student
enrollment becomes more limited or pronities for growth are in St. Pete, primarily, ulty to support that."
nalism prerequisite.
Brugger said the 18 faculty members grams expand.
·Santos said the classes in Tampa were and at some point perhaps Sarasota."
"I think they've addressed the issue of
The shortage of faculty in the com- cannot teach more than one of each gatefull and that unless she took the class in
St. Petersburg, she would spend a semes- puter science and engineering program is way course during a semester iri Tampa in more sections of courses in Tampa," Pillai
why some. students take highly sought- addition to the other required classes in said. ·"So, in that way, I think they're
ter without a journalism class.
working with us."
after
gateway courses on the Lakeland the department.
"It was the only way I could graduate
By VIVIAN CANEDO
Contributing Writer
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Met unveils new opera season
Two broadcast premieres and three
new productions mark the new season of
the Metropolitan Opera which begins
Dec. 9 on WUSF -FM.
Ferruccio Busoni's "Doktor Faust" on
Jan. 20 and Sergei Prokofiev's "The
Gambler" on March 31 will receive their
Met radio broadcast premiers.
New productions include Ludwig van
Beethoven's "Fidelio" on Jan. 6 and
Giuseppe Verdi's "ll Trovatore" on Jan. 13
and "Nabucco" on March 24.
In addition, "Aida" will be performed
on Jan. 27 to mark the tOOth anniversary
of Verdi's death.

STUDY.
fro m Page I

access to degrees was needed, especially
in north Pinellas.
"Let us . not be fooled here today,"
Kuttler said, "if it wasn't for the Florida
senate bill the number of programs offered
would not be higher."
SPJC opened its own College and
University Center last August. The program offers courses at the school's
Seminole and Clearwater campuses with
bachelors and master's degrees available
from nine universities in the state, including USF, Florida State and the University
of Florida. Kuttler said he originally
offered the center to USF alone but that
the previous · administration turned him
down.
He said the combined 13 junior colleges and universities in the Tampa Bay
area were not enough to fill the area's.job
openings and degree demand.
"I think more is better," Kuttler said.
"I have maintained that anytime we can
get any college to ~orne to our community, competition is a good thing."
Two days after the PEPC meeting, the
potential for "competition" between USF
and SPJC drew headlin~s in the St.
Petersburg Times after SPJC announced it
was building a job training center in midPinellas County. According to the Times
article, USF officials said they had proposed a similar program that SPJC and the
Pinellas County government ignored.
After Kuttler spoke, Fischer talked
about the need to keep USF in Pinellas
County. Fischer said an autonomous
USF-St. Petersburg would be the best
option for better undergraduate education
in Pinellas.
. Lee Arnold, chairman of Tampa Bay
Partnership, a seven-county cooperative
of business leaders, said his group also
endorsed the strengthening of regional
autonomy under USF.
. The PEPC study into access to undergraduate degrees in Pinellas County is
~cheduled to be released in December.
The s~udy, conducted by the
Education Commission of the United
States, a non-profit research group, is also
looking at the higher education needs of
Broward, Sarasota, Manatee and Volusia
counties.
Sullivan, who was not at the meeting,
has said that his decision on whether to
reintroduce a bill that would separate the
St. Petersburg and Sarasota campuses will
be heavily influenced by the PEPC study.
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Broadway-proCiiiction of "The Wild
Party." I want, no, I NEED the Mr. T
theme song.
Most of all, I want to know that
Metallica bad boy Lars Ulrich isn't going
to be dragging my name into court and
shutting down my system.
I want my right to trade music with
fellow enthusiasts to be protected. I want
to save money on one-hit-wonder CDs
by playing them to death on my computer. I want to make mix CDs for my
friends bacl.c home.
I want to teach my dad the wonders
of con:tbining his T3 connection and
Napster.
My check's already written. Is
yours?
. - University Wire

OUTCOME

tor was doing a "noble thing" by fighting
to get USF -St. Petersburg out of a "colonial system."
Sen. Jack Latvala (R- District 19)
said he did not like the criticism Sullivan
had been subject to in the media and the
community.
"I want to tell the students in the audience that Sen. Sullivan has done a great
service by bringing attention to this campus," Latvala said.
Latvala then told the crowd, which
consisted of few students besiaes Tieman,
to give a round of applaus.e to Sullivan
and his efforts.
Sebesta said that Sullivan had given a
wake-up call to the Tampa administration
and USF alumni who in the past had "a
more parochial attitude toward USF -St.
Pete than need be."
The Pinellas County Legislative
Delegation will hold its next meeting Jan.
18 at the Clearwater campus of St.
Petersburg Junior College

All broadcast performances begin at
I don't care which one it is ·- know1:30p.m. unless noted.
ing
that
it will be legal for me to downScheduled to be performed this seaload
my
secret pleasures is well worth
son are:
the
$5.
Dec. 2: Season j?,review
I want to be assured that I can listen
Dec. 9, 1 p.m.: "Der Rosenkavalier,"
to
Britney
and Christina without having
by Richard Strauss
to
worry
about
being spotted with their
Dec. 16: "Der Fliegende Hollander,"
.
CDs
at
Best
Buy.
by Richard Wagner
I want to download Gavin Rossdale's
Dec. 23: "The Merry Widow," by
banter
with an audience in Seattle. I want
Franz Lebar
the
Boston
Pops version of "Rhapsody in
Dec. 30: "La Traviata," by Verdi
Blue."
· Jan. 6, 2001: "Fidelio," by BeetI want a live recording of both verhoven
sions
of the new Off-Broadway/
Jan. 13: "II Trovatore," by Verdi
Jan. 20, 1 p.m.: "Doktor Faust" by
Busoni
Jan. 27, 1 p.m.: "Aida" by Verdi
Feb. 3, 1 p.m.: "Carmen" by Georges
fro m Page I
Bizet
Feb. 10: "Un Ballo in Maschera" by Commission, a non- profit research group,
is expected to finish that study in
Verdi
Feb. 17: "L'Italiana in Algeri" by December or January.
Gioachino Rossini
"It's not about tearing anything
Feb. 24: "Cosi fan tutte" by Wolfgang down," Sullivan said of his pi~ for the
Amadeus Mozart
campus. "It's about building it up."
March 3, 1 p.m.: "M_anon" by Jules
He said Tieman should call his office
Massenet
to dis_cuss the issue of autonomy versus a
March 10, "Die Zauberflote: by
separate school and not "stand on the sideMozart
lines throwing stones."
March 17: "L_a Boheme" by Puccini
"Clayton made one comment he
March 24: "Nabucco" by Verdi
should
not have made," Heller said after
March 31 : "The Gambler" by
the
meeting,
"but the response was
Prokofiev
enlightening."
April 7, noon: "Parsifal" by Wagner
April 14: "Ariadne auf Naxos" by
"I thought the response of Sen.
Strauss
Seb<:sta that they were working together
April 21: "Lulu" by Alban Berg
was positive," Heller added. "I do agree
that Sen. Sullivan has been a great friend
The Metropolitan Opera web site is of this eampus."
www.metQpera.org. The WUSF 89.7 web
After Sullivan spoke to students and
site is www. wusf.org.
faculty on Oct. 24, Tieman said the sena0

SOUL
from Page 2
on the Napster online discussion board:
"i mean, if Fanning wants to be all hippy
with the free music, 'YhY does he go all
extra sellout now? cuz he's greedy. he
just 'want napster to be the record c~opa
ny [sic] that every artist is on, so his got
cash flowin out his ears fanning you suck
with a passion." Word for word, I couldn't have phrased it better myself- those
socialists are truly eloquent writers ....
Yet those who point to the deal as a
clear victory for Napster and
Bertelsmann are tragically mistaken. To
begin with, the newly formed consortium
is going to find it rather difficult to
demand money for something that was
previously free. Napster users defend
their free music with a fervor matched
only by the relationship of ILR students
to their free printing in Ives. Thirty-eight
million Napster users and an entire generation of music lovers have gotten
accustomed to not paying for music.
They are not going to hand over $20 a
month so easily.
Napster alsoiisks losing one of its
most important sources of competitive
advantage. As part of the agreement with
the music companies, Napster also has to
centralize its distribution system and
store copyrighted materials on servers,

tion to force the other four main record
which will be controlled by the music
groups. This would eliminate the current
labels to reach an accord as well. Without
peer-to-peer networking system, under
such an agreement, Napster will be put in
which users download songs directly
the awkward position of having to establish a double standard for MP3s from ·
from other Napster users. Such an action
would destroy the fragile sense of comBMG records. In what could best be
munity between music pirates that
described as a technological nightmare,
Napster would have to remove only
accounts for so much of the company's
BMG MP3s from illegal distribution and
popularity.
set up a separate service that will offer
It will also preclude users from takthem only to paying customers. The other
ing advantage of the diverse volume of
MP3s that currently is available. By givcompanies could also set up rival sites of
ing the corporate Big Five music groups
their own, creating anarchistic condi- BMG, Sony, Universal, EMI and
tions, as users would be forced to pay
Warner Music Group - an opportunity to
subscriptions to numerous sites just to
get music from different p_roducers.
control the content of music programBut whatever scenario ensues, it is
ming, the availability of esoteric music
will naturally decrease. For example, you painfully obvious that the era of maverick Internet companies like mp3.com,
can currently download MP3s ranging
scour.net and Napster is ending.
from the London Philharmonic playing
Bertelsmann executives have already
.the "Isr~eli National Anthem" to the
asked Napster to send a letter of apology
Indigo Girls singing "All Along the
Watchtower." Though it is doubtful that
to Metalli~a -- a symbol of how much
things have changed. The rugged individanybody has such bad music taste as to
actually consider downloading the Indigo ualism that propelled the early stages of
Girls, it does speak to the variety of
the Internet's growth has been usurped
. and displaced by the twin daggers of
music available online. If the Napster
deal goes through, the corporate music
commercialism and government regulacomplex will move to standardize the
tion. Though undoubtedly an inevitable
content, while also working to reassume
occurrence, it's still sad to see it happen.
control over new artists and to revive
And by the way, if anybody out there has
figured out Gnuetella, drop me an e-mail
their powers of monopoly.
and let me know .. .'I might have to start
And finally, this deal is dependent
on the shaky supposition that
using it soon.
.
- University Wire
Bertelsmann will be able to use its posi-
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Grad ,students giving unions closer study
· (U-WIRE) DURHAM, N.C.- While of the Graduate Employee Organization, mentors, which has put the faculty into the
most scholars don't usually consider an affiliate of the United Auto Workers. management - which is an uncomfortable
themselves laborers, a trend of unioniza- · The UAW already represents students at working relationship that lessens colletion among graduate student employees two other universi)ies in Massachusetts.
giality ... I hope that we will be able to get
has taken hold at many of the nation's uni"UMass-Boston wants to be more on around these issues and not damage the
versities.
the par with other campuses and this is a culture of the university by these kinds of
After a recent ruling by the National way for the university to offer their grad- work rules and demands," he said.
Labor Relations Board that gave students uate students a better package," said U AW
The University of Kansas instituted a
at private schools the right to unionize, a organizer Lisa Davis. "This was greatly union two years ago, and both grad stunumber of graduate students - although needed. (Teaching assistants, research · dents and administrators said unionization
not many at Duke University - have assistants and gr~duate assistants) at the has caused a disruption in their relationbegun to examine the benefits of forming ·universities already under GEO receive ships. But both groups agreed that unioncollective bargaining units. And New higher stipends, a decreased curriculum ization is one of the few ways grad students can receive proper wages and beneYork University's graduate students last fee and access to health and dental care."
.
week confirmed the positive results of
While benefits to students in fits.
"A union is like a strange bird at a
their own vote to unionize. Meanwhile, Massachusetts have gone up, university .
many public institutions have had the officials across the nation said unioniza- university. It brings a level of bureaucracy
right to foml. unions for more than two tion has had mixed results. Joseph between (graduate teaching assistants)
Childers, assistant dean of graduate and administrators and makes things more
decades.
The most recent ruling has re-ener- school at the .University of California at formal," said Jeanette Johnston, KU assisgized the collective bargaining debate at Riverside, said the unions have only tant to the provost. "Before the i~stitution
the University of ·Massachusetts at caused problems at his school.
of the union, students would not have
"The union has formalized relation- been able to bargain for what they probaBoston, where last week, 96 percent of
ships between faculty and graduate stu- bly deserve. It has made them eligible for
graduate students voted to unionize.
The vote will allow students at dents," he said. "In many cases, graduate health care and kept the individual departUMass-Boston to form their own branch students are supervised by their faculty ments, who pay their own graduate stu-

.
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Survey finds wide differences in
(PR
BLOOMINGTON,
Ind.
Newswire) -The first national survey to
determine what colleges and universities
contribute to student learning was
released Nov. 14.
Titled the National Survey of Student
Engagement (NSSE), the report summarizes the views of 63,000 first-year and
senior students at 276 four-year colleges
and universities about the extent to which
they participate in classroom and campus
activities that research studies show are
important to learning.
The survey presents a different picture of college quality from that provided
by some national newsmagazines, which
rate colleges · largely on the basis of the
resources they have accumulated and the
reputations they enjoy.
The NSSE survey focuses on whether
schools are using their resources to truly
help students learn and get the most out of
college.
The results of the student survey provide the frrst set of comparative standards
for determining how effectively colleges
are contrib1,1,ting to learning. These benchmarks are: the level of academic challenge; active and collaborative learning;
student-faculty interactions; enriching
educational experiences; -and supportive
campus environments.
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The survey found that:
• Colleges vary widely in the extent
to which their students are involved in
effective educational practices.
• Liberal arts colleges, as a group,
score higher than all other types of eolleges in every area of effective practice
that is measured.
• Similar kinds of colleges vary in
their performance. For example, while
many small colleges provide very engag~
ing environments, many other small colleges do not.
· • Colleges tend to be strong in particular areas rather than across the board. Of
all the colleges and universities pCl!ticipating in the survey, only four scored in the
top 20 percent on all five benchmarks.
"Looking across all the benchmarks
to see how students and institutions are
performing," said Indiana University professor George Kuh, director of the NSSE
project, "most four-year colleges and universities have plenty of room to improve.
The good news is that the new NSSE survey allows us to take stock of our performance and measure our·progress."
The report features both promising
and disappointing findings:
• Most students, 79 percent, say that
their institu_tion expects them to study a
significant amount. Few students actually
meet this expectation. Less than 15 percent come close to following the longestablished convention of studying two
hours outside class for every hour in class.
More than half ...., 55 percent - spend only
one hour or less for every class hour.
• Sixty three percent of seniors participated in community service or did volunteer work. More th·an two-fifths, 41 percent, were involved in a co_mmunity-based
project as pait of a regular course.
• Some 19 percent of first-year stu. dents "never" made a class presentation
and 46 percent "never" discussed readings
or i~eas with a facultY member outside

sirnil~r

class.
• More than 45 percent of first-year
and senior students reported they "often"
or "very often" had serious conversations
with students of a different racial or ethnic
group.
. "The development of NSSE is a first
step toward open~ng the 'black box' of
higher education," observed Lee
Shulman, president of The Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement . of
Teaching, which co-sponsored the survey.
"NSSE illuminates what students actually

dents, from squirreling their money away
for other purposes."
Students at KU agreed, noting their
gains since organizing a collective bargaining unit.
"It has hurt relationships with the
administration but only because they take
a very cost-benefit analysis and think that
the union costs them more money," said
sociology graduate student Ophra Leyser,
president of the Graduate Teaching
Assistants Coalition at KU. "But the contract is very beneficial."
The debate over graduate student
employment is far from over. Members of
Duke's Graduate and Professional Student
Council voted overwhelmingly last week
to endorse the NLRB decision, but
stopped short of endorsing a union at
Duke. It is, however, an issue that may
surface again.
"This is definitely a trend things are
taking especially with the NLRB vote,"
Davis said. "In the future we will see
many more union organizations at both
public and private universities."

universities
undertake and experience during their college years."
NSSE is co-sp<;msored by the Pew
Forum on Undergraduate Learning and
The Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching.
"NSSE 2000" is the first of what is
intended to be an annual survey of college
qualit and is being unwrittel!: by a $3.3
million ant from The Pew Charitable
Trusts to In iana University.
The NS~E project also maintains a
website: www.indiana.edu/-nsse.

What's Gain' ·On?
'Natural Areas Management Through Dec. 3 I.
'America Through the CBS
in Central Florida'
Dec. 12
Eye'
Another iri the Natural History
Speaker Series sponsored by Friends of
Boyd Hill Nature Park. Don Stillwaugh of
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission
lecture at 7:30 p.m. at
Oak Hall Environmental Studies Area,
2900 3 Ist St. S., St. Petersburg.
INFO: 893-7326.

will

CONTINUING
Through Dec. 24
'Season of Lights'
This exhi~ition of contemporary
craft designed for gift giving features
work from more than 200 Florida artists.
Opening reception is Friday, Nov. I0 from
5:30-9 p.m.
Florida Craftsmen Gallery, 50 I
Central
Ave.,
St.
Petersburg.
Monday-Saturday, I 0 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.,
Thursday I0 a.m.- 7 p.m., Sunday, noon 4 p.m.INF0:821-7391

Crow's Nest

An exhibition of 140 black and white
memorable images taken by CBS photographers since 1928. Curated by john Filo,
whose 1971 photo of a teenage girl kneeling over the body of a Kent State student
shot and killed by the Ohio National
Guard won a Pulitzer Prize.
Florida International Museum, I 00
2nd St. N., St. Petersburg. Cost $7.95 (college students); $13.95 ·adults. INFO: 8223693 or www.floridamuseum.or~.

Through May 2QO I
Aromacrafts classes
Weekly classes on how to make
products such as soap, potpourri, bath
ooils, lotions and creams.
Classes at 7 p.m. every Monday at
Oak Hall, Environmental Studies Area,
2900 31st St. S., St. Petersburg. Cost $40
per four-week class. INFO: 893-7326.
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Festival bittersweet time for Chinese students
ByWUXIA
Contributing Writer
It was after 10 p.m. when
the singing contest ended at the
Special Events Center at USFTampa. Even so) on the night of
Sept. 15, a group of Chinese USF
'students and scholars went to a
student's apartment to continue
their Moon Festival celebration.
The hostess greeted them
with a traditional Moon Festival
feast: steamed crabs, grapes and
apples. The main course was
moon cakes, large pies made of
flou_r, yogurt and dates.
Like
Americans
at
Thanksgiving, Chinese celebrate
the Moon Festival as their traditional family holiday. Marked as
Aug. 15 on the Chinese calendar,
this date ~;~sually falls in midSeptember in the Western
timetable. The moon at that time
is at its fullest shape of the year,
and symbolizes a unified family
to Chinese.
Many of the young Chinese
students at the party were single,
excited about their new life in the
U.S. They danced, chatted loudly, drank and played drinking
table games with · one another.
For- a few at the party, however,
the celebration was filled with
irony.
·At this traditional time to
observe family togetherness, Liu
Yongang found his family spread
over in two continents, divided
by an ocean. Liu, 30, is a firstyear doctoral student in the college of marine science, USF-St.
Petersburg. His wife, Yuan Zhou,
was far away across the Pacific
Ocean in Hiroshima, Japan, and
she had just found out she was
pregnant.
Liu and Yuan, 29, married in
January, three years after they
met. His wife is a first-year doctoral student in the environmental science department at
Himshima University: In . their
nine-month m~iage, Yuan has
been able to visit her husband
only three times : on their wedding during the winter break, on
her two-week spring break, and
the last time in July shortly
before Liu departed China for
the United States.
Three weeks after Liu
arrived at St. Petersburg, Yuan
called to tell him that they would
be expecting their first child in
Apri}2001.
First overwhelmed with joy,
Liu soon began to worry about
his strong-willed wife. Yuan was
bearing the biological disorders
.of pregnancy alone, and didn't
want to take a break from her
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heavy load of courses.
Both Liu and Yuan are
excellent students. Liu received
the Von Rosenstiel Fellowship in
the college of marine science.
Likewise, Yuan was granted a
three-year
scholarship
at
Hiroshima, without which she
could not fi nish her education.
Liu said Yuan considered taking
a six-month leave so she could
have the baby in China, but she
wasn't sure she could retain her

concerned not with a wife or
child, but with his parents. .
"The choice of staying in the
United States is the choice of
another way of life," he said. "On
the one hand, I still adhere to
Chinese tradition; on the other
hand, the reality here has already
changed my life style and point
of view. It means a choice to me,
but a sacrifice to my parents."
He came to the United
States in 1991 , and visited his

abroad. They cannot be physically present and serve their parents
on a regular basis. They also face
personal pressures from work,
study, and the complications of
living in a foreign environment.
The engineer said there was
a reason why he had not returned
home more often. "I was then
still a student and always felt like
I was in the middle of the road to
my destiny."
· In the 1980s and early '90s,

Trans.oceanic doctoral stu.dents Lii.J Yongang and Yuan Zhou share a rare moment together at a conference in Kagoshima,Japan, in October 1999.The couple have seen each other only three times since marrying in January. Liu is a student at the college of marine sciences at USF-St. Petersburg. Yuan studies
Hiroshima University in Japan. (Photo courtesy of Liu Yongang)
scholarship. Taking the leave family in China once, in 1995.
might mean postponing her doc- For his parents, their utmost haptoral degree for a few years.
piness comes from having chilLiu said he would pay full dren around and all their family ·
respect to whatever decision his members. together. With tlieir
wife made. But his consideration older son living far away from
for now is to bring his family China, the family could never be
together as soon as possible, to a complete one.
have his wife well taken care of,
A sense of responsibility to
and to provide the coming child family members is deeply rooted
with a healthy, happy and com- in Chinese culture. This responsibility entails supporting and
plete family.
Liu said that if Yuan decided taking care of parents once they
to stay in Japan, he would not be retire or become sick, as well as
with his wife during her entire raising and supporting children
pregnancy, and most probably until they marry. In return, the·
would miss his child's birth next · elderly parents provide daily
year. He didn't want to quit his care of grandchildren. If a senior
studies either, but neither could Chinese citizen were to live on
he afford frequent visits to Japan Social Security and stay in
on his $12,000 annual. assistant- assisted housing, people would
ship. But he would try to visit assume either that the person did
both of them on summer break not have any offspring or that his
next year.
or her children were not paying
"I believe many fellow their "filial piety." It is considChinese students are trying hard ered disgraceful not to be dutiful
to balance between tradition and to one's parents.
reality," said a Chinese software
To maintain this family tra~
engineer who asked not to be dition is never an easy task for
identified. At the party, he was Chinese students who study
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western "capitalist" countries
were ·a new frontier · for most
Chinese young people·. It was
projected as a land of freedom
and opportunity. The most competitive among the young eventually enrolled at. different U.S.
universities through scholarships. Those who were not as
lucky were either backed up by
family savings or· "':ent through
extreme hardships as they struggled to get by the first one or two
years. Many paid heavily for the
dream of America by years of
hard work with low pay, leading
lonely and frugal lives. They
went through two to six years of
education plus another four to
six working before everything
could settle down.
This path fits well into the
highly
education-oriented
Chinese mentality. They believe
that hard studying · and hard
working can bring forth success.
It took the engineer nine
years to finally get off that long
road and to be able to spend time
with his mother and father. In

August, his parents finally came
to Tampa to join him. "We have
had this idea of Jiving together in
the United States for a long
time," the engineer said.
However, the engineer's
parents have had difficulty
adjusting to another life style. He
said his parents have found cultural differences here too much
of a challenge. On Nov. 9 they
returned to China to live with
their younger son's family.
Meanwhile, Liu and his wife_
Yuan a;·e still not decided about
their plans.
Liu said they have already
changed their minds twice. He
has sent the 1-20 immigration
application form to Yuan. But
Yuan's parents objected to the
idea of their daughter traveling
to this country. So the couple has
come back to their original idea.
Yuan will keep studying until
shortly before her due date,
return to China to give birth, and
Jet her parents take care of the
child. Yuan has yet to reach any
agreement with Hiroshima
University about her scholarship,
which would be canceled once
she took maternity leave.
Today, men and women in
their early twenties are a large
segment of Chinese students
studying abroad. Their situations
are much better than ··their forerunners. With a lot of exposure to
the West and more language
training at school before going
abroad, they don't have as much
difficulty in overcoming culture
shock. They also have benefited
from established Chinese communities around the U.S.
Their families in China are
much better off too. That's why
more and more Chinese students
can be seen going abroad even
during their high school or middle school years, sponsored by
parents.
So for many of the students
celebrating the Moon Festival
that evening, they probably didn't have a great deal of worries
and concerns. Their lives were
like the banquet spread out
before them that evening, a time
of great happiness asking only to
be tasted and enjoyed. Yet the
evening was not without its
reminders that there is nothing
like being together with the family, and that nothing could substitute for the sweet memories of all
the Moon Festivals back home.

- Wu Xia is an international
student from Beijing, China.
She is a graduate student in the
journalism studies program at
USF-St. Petersburg.
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